Welsh Shooting Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy Summary

 

This document provides a concise overview of the Welsh Shooting Safeguarding Policy for children and young people. This summary is intended to support safe, respectful, and responsible engagement with children in shooting sports. It is not designed to replace the full policy. Please refer to the full policy for further details on our safeguarding provision and legislative responsibilities. 

Core Principles from the Policy
- The welfare of children is paramount.
- All children have the right to protection from abuse.
- Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility.

Key Responsibilities from the Policy
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility at Welsh Shooting. All members of the team have Safeguarding responsibilities, and these can be found in the Appendix. 
 
- Welsh Shooting Board oversees safeguarding compliance.
- The Governance and Safeguarding Manager manages concerns and oversees implementation throughout the organisation.

Reporting Procedures:
- All concerns must be reported. The easiest way to report a concern is via the report forms below.
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This form is for reporting concerns or disclosures about someone’s safety or welfare, including your own.
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This form should be completed if you have an allegation or low-level concern about someone's behaviour towards others.
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This form is for reporting concerns about how safeguarding is being implemented.

- Immediate risks should be reported to Police or Social Services.
- All incidents must be documented and acted upon.

Types of Abuse – Summary
A summary of the types of abuse that children can face are listed below. However, children face many forms or abuse, neglect and exploitation, and there is a more detailed overview in the Appendix. It is essential that we have a broad awareness and understanding of all of the types of abuse. 

Emotional Abuse
Ongoing emotional maltreatment that harms a child’s emotional development. Examples include:
· Constant criticism, name-calling, sarcasm, or humiliation
· Excessive pressure to perform or win
· Ignoring or isolating the child
· Exposure to distressing events (e.g. domestic abuse)

Physical Abuse
Deliberate physical harm or failure to prevent harm. Examples include:
· Hitting, slapping, kicking, or choking
· Overtraining or inappropriate physical demands
· Withholding food, medical care, or sleep
· Use of performance-enhancing drugs

Sexual Abuse
Involves any sexual activity with a child, including grooming. Types include:
· Contact abuse: physical sexual contact
· Non-contact abuse: exposure to sexual content, exploitation, online abuse
Examples in sport:
· Inappropriate touching during coaching
· Taking or sharing inappropriate images
· Encouraging sexualised behaviour

Neglect
Failure to meet a child’s basic needs, leading to harm. Examples include:
· Lack of supervision or protective equipment
· Ignoring health, emotional, or developmental needs
· Exposure to unsafe environments

Financial Abuse
Misuse or exploitation of a child’s finances. Examples include:
· Theft or fraud
· Pressure to give money
· Misuse of funds intended for the child

Welsh Shooting Safeguarding Contact Details 
Kerry Skidmore, Governance and Safeguarding Manager
Office Phone: 029 2033 4932
Email Address: Safeguarding@wtsf.org.uk 

Support Services
- NSPCC: 0808 800 5000
- Childline: 0800 1111
Child Protection in Sport Unit (NSPCC) 
Ann Craft Trust (Safeguarding Adults) 










Appendix One – Other Relevant Forms of Abuse
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Online Abuse
Abuse that occurs via digital platforms. Includes:
· Cyberbullying
· Grooming through social media or gaming
· Sharing or accessing inappropriate content
· Exploitation via messaging or video platforms

Exploitation
Using a child for personal or financial gain. Includes:
· Sexual exploitation
· Criminal exploitation (e.g. forced theft or drug running)
· Labour exploitation

County Lines
A form of criminal exploitation where children are used to transport drugs across regions. Includes:
· Coercion, threats, or violence
· Travel to unfamiliar areas
· Involvement in criminal activity

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
A form of physical abuse involving the partial or total removal of female genitalia for non-medical reasons.
· Illegal and considered child abuse
· Often hidden and culturally sensitive
· May be planned or already carried out

Bullying
Repeated, intentional harm by peers or adults. Includes:
· Physical, verbal, emotional, sexual, or online abuse
· Racist, homophobic, or discriminatory behaviour

Abuse of Trust
Inappropriate relationships or behaviour by adults in positions of authority. Includes:
· Sexual relationships with children
· Manipulation or favouritism
· Breach of professional boundaries

Grooming
The process by which an adult builds a relationship with a child to gain their trust for the purpose of abuse or exploitation.
· Can occur online or in person
· Often subtle and manipulative




Radicalisation and Extremism
Children may be exposed to extremist ideologies and recruited into radical groups.
· Often occurs online or through peer influence
· Prevent duty (UK) requires organisations to take steps to prevent radicalisation
 
Domestic Abuse
Children living in households with domestic violence may suffer emotional and physical harm.
· Can affect behaviour, mental health, and development
· May be a safeguarding concern even if the child is not directly harmed

Substance Misuse
Children may be exposed to or involved in drug or alcohol misuse.
· Can be a sign of neglect or exploitation
· May increase vulnerability to other forms of abuse
 
Mental Health and Self-Harm
Children experiencing poor mental health may be at risk of harm or exploitation.
· Includes self-harm, suicidal ideation, or severe anxiety/depression
· Requires sensitive safeguarding responses and support

Forced Marriage
A child is forced into marriage against their will, often involving coercion or threats.
· Illegal in the UK
· Considered a form of abuse and exploitation

Honour-Based Abuse
Violence or abuse committed to protect perceived family or community honour.
· May include physical harm, emotional abuse, or forced marriage

Trafficking and Modern Slavery
Children may be trafficked for sexual exploitation, labour, or criminal activity.
· Often involves deception, coercion, or threats
· May be hidden or cross-border

Peer-on-Peer Abuse
Abuse between children, including bullying, sexual harassment, or violence.
· Can occur in schools, clubs, or online
· Must be taken seriously and addressed appropriately

Appendix 2 – Safeguarding Responsibilities in Welsh Shooting
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